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This report outlines the results of a stylistic analysis of
eighteenth-century English essays. The three essayists chosen for analysis were Samuel Johnson,
Joseph Addison and Jonathan Swift. The research used computer programs to analyze sets (corpora) of
these authors’ essays and to identify the authors’ keywords and most commonly used multi-word
strings. For Johnson the most prominent and meaningful keywords belonged to the semantic field of
Happiness and Contentment’ , for Addison ‘ Language, Speech and Grammar’ , and for Swift
Government and the Public Domain
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